The Signs, the Path, and the Fetters    127

ground, and to be as much a part of the earth as the
horse's mane, waving in the wind, is a part of the
horse itself. As a child grows up, its mind reflects
as in a mirror the image of the surrounding world,
and practically though unconsciously it regards itself
as the centre round which the whole universe turns.
Gradually its circle widens somewhat. But the
grown man never escapes from the delusions of self,
and spends his life in a constant round of desires
and cares, longing for objects which, when attained,
produce not happiness, but fresh desires and cares.
With the majority of men these cares are mean,
petty, and contemptible ; but even those whose am-
bition urges them to higher aims are equally seeking
after vanity, and only laying themselves open to
greater sorrows and more bitter disappointments.

So also it is with regard to the past and to the
future. Men, dazed by the soul theory, and wrapped
up in the present, are full of delusions about that.
But they fail also to see that they are the mere tem-
porary and passing result of causes that have been
at work during immeasurable ages in the past, and
that will continue to act for ages yet to come. It
has been the great service which Comtism has ren-
dered to humanity, that it has taught people to try
to realise the solidarity of the human race. The
Buddhist doctrine of Karma is an attempt made five